
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 6th March - 
Ash Wednesday  
Mass (Yrs 3-6) 9:30am 
Liturgy (P-2) 11:30am 
 
School Swimming Carnival 
(Year 3-6)  
 

Thursday 7th March –  
Year 4 Excursion 
 
Friday 8th March –  
Assembly (4A) 
 
Monday 11th March –   
P&F Meeting 7pm  
 

Monday 18th March – 
Friday 22nd March -   
Well Being Week 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
Prep to Year 2 Swimming 
Lessons 
 

Friday 5th April –  
Last Day of Term 1 
 

  

Week 6 Term 1 

Welcome to Week 6 of the school term. What a busy week we are having as a school 
community. On Sunday we came together as a school community in faith in partnership with 
our parish to celebrate Mass together. Thank you to those who were able to join us for this.  
   

 
 
Today Grade 3- 6 students will participate in our annual swimming carnival at Rochedale 
State School Pool. Please arrive at 5.15pm in preparation for a start time of 5.45pm. Good 
luck to all our competitors. Rochedale State School has given us permission to use their Car 
Parking spaces. Their only request is that there is NO parking on the grass. Entry to the pool 
is by the front gate next to the canteen. Any parent/friend/sibling that comes dressed in 
appropriate House Colour will also be awarded House Points for their efforts. The P&F will 
be selling pizza, drinks and lollies for anyone needing to refuel. 
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The season of Lent is one of opportunity for growth for each of us. We need to be kind to ourselves and nurture our 
spirits with prayer.  We are also asked to fast and give to the poor. Pope Francis states, "No act of virtue can be great if 
it is not followed by advantage for others. So, no matter how much time you spend fasting, if you do no good to others, 
you do nothing great."  So, if we’re going to fast from anything this Lent, Pope Francis suggests that even more than 
candy or alcohol, we fast from indifference towards others. When we fast from this indifference, we can begin to feast 
on love. 
 
Here are some thoughts on how we can change our hearts this Lent. 
 

Give up complaining - Focus on Gratitude 
 
Give up pessimism - Become an Optimist 
 
Give up worry - Trust Divine Providence 
 
Give up bitterness - Turn to Forgiveness 
 
Give up hatred - Return Good for evil 
 
Give up negativism - Be positive 
 



 
 

Give up anger - Be more patient 
 
Give up pettiness - Become more mature 
 
Give up gloom - Enjoy the beauty all around you 
 
Give up jealousy - Pray for Trust 
 
Give up gossiping - Speak to please 
 
Give up sin - Turn to virtue 
 
Give up on giving up- Hang in there! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading and Writing Connection 
 

Throughout 2019 we are working as a school community to cultivate excellent 
learning and teaching across all curriculum areas. We are working together to 
further improve our student achievement with Reading and Writing through 
consistent and effective teaching strategies.     

Reading and writing are connected and mutually reinforce one another as they 
rely on similar cognitive processes. Research shows that combining the explicit 
teaching of reading and writing results in increased literacy levels of students. At 
St Peter’s we regularly monitor your child’s progress in both reading and writing.  
As part of the delivery of excellent learning and teaching, teachers work in teams 
to analyse the progress of all learners to identify students learning needs and 
specifically align these needs to targeted learning experiences. Student progress 
is monitored using a variety of external and internal data collection tools. An 

example of external tools is NAPLAN and the use of the PAT-R (reading) comprehension and PAT-M numeracy test. An 
internal example of this data collection can be seen in the targeted assessment items you will be shown at parent teacher 
interviews in coming weeks. Through this monitoring teacher instruction is then planned and targeted to meet the needs 
of your child.  

Working in partnership  

Students at St Peter’s can only reach their true potential through the co-operative effort and effective communication of 
all stakeholders. The parent teacher connection is at the heart of this. By working together, we can maximise 
opportunities for all students and encourage children to discover the joy and love of reading and writing.  

Your role as an advocate for your children’s reading and writing success cannot be overestimated.  It has a direct impact 
on the ease and confidence with which they pursue their reading and writing.  This week we would like to share some 
information around how you can assist your child with writing tasks at home.  



 
 

Learning to write  

What we need to know  

Children experiment with writing long before they start school. Their 
early squiggles and drawings are the beginning of writing. In 
classrooms, children explore writing as a process from drafts to 
published pieces. Children are encouraged to write for real purposes 
and utilise a range of different text types such as recipes, factual 
texts, notes, report writing, narratives and poetry. They are also 
taught to consider how to appeal to different audiences.  

Handwriting should not be confused with writing. Handwriting is a 
surface feature of writing and children who are self-conscious of 
their handwriting benefit from opportunities to write and draw with 

a variety of pens, textas, paint, magic boards, chalk and ‘fancy’ pencils. When it comes to publishing, children often publish 
on the computer, use voice to text recognition or publish in a variety of ways such as a poster, alphabet books, dioramas, 
or chapter books. The form the publishing takes is the best match for the type of story being told.  

Work that comes home from school may not have every spelling error corrected, every grammatical mistake rectified, or 
punctuation inserted. It is important to talk with your children about the purpose of the work and what they learned, 
rather than emphasise the errors. Ask ‘tell me questions’ such as: ‘Tell me about this work …’ ‘Tell me how you did this …’ 
‘Tell me what you liked about this activity.’ 

 

       What parents and carers can do (writing) 

• Encourage children to write, write, write! Provide many opportunities such as writing the shopping list, sending letters and cards to friends 

and relations, writing emails, keeping a diary, publishing personal stories, labelling photos in the family album, and leaving notes. Locating 

writing aps such as Book Creator. Writing should be relevant and meaningful rather than writing for the sake of writing.  

• Give children opportunities to read their stories aloud (while you sit back and listen). Listen with a focus on the message they express. 
Comment on what they have done well, for example: ‘I enjoyed how you used interesting words such as X, Y, Z.’ ‘The character you created 
seems so real. I can imagine how he looks.’ Leave comments about spelling, punctuation, and grammar to another time — they are 
important if and when it is to be published.  

• Draw children’s attention to how writing is presented, for example, on brochures, billboards, books, and electronic media — these are 
models of writing for real purposes.  

• Create a community of writers. Provide a quiet place for writing with lots of writing materials. Leave notes for each other, write poems for 
your children, and send messages in lunch containers. Play writing games, for example, one person writes the beginning, another the 
middle and the other the end of a family story. Write together.  

Source: Primary English Teacher Association 

 

 

At St Peter’s we believe that in order for all our learners to reach their true potential we are 
dependent upon the co-operative effort and effective communication of all stakeholders. We 
need to have a combined endeavour and unwavering commitment to ensure that all students 
succeed and discover the joy and love of reading and writing.  Classroom teachers look forward 
to sharing your child’s progress during our Parent Teacher interviews commencing in Week 8.  

 



 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher interviews are being held from Monday the 18th of March to Friday the 22nd 

March. We are using the Parent Teacher Online (PTO) to book the interview appointments. You 

can access the PTO icon thru the Parent Portal. If you encounter any problems using PTO or if you 

have not received an email with your PIN code, the office will be happy to assist you. It is expected 

that all families engage in this essential part of our reporting process. 

Parent Portal 

During 2019 we are continuing to move towards becoming paperless.   In addition to our weekly newsletter, teachers in 

all grade levels will be communicating important messages to you via this system.    Portal access is restricted to parents 

of students and a login is required.  Some of the features found on the Parent Portal include: 

• Easy access to information about happenings in individual classes and cohorts (including weekly newsletters and whole 
school activities, forms that need to be returned, names and contact details for staff within the College, and Policy 
information) 

• Access to homework sheets and other resources connected to your child’s learning. 
• Access to Current Curriculum Capers which outline what your child is learning. 
• Login to book Parent Teacher Interviews (PTO) 
• The ability to check the details we have recorded in our Enrolment System about your children (including your own 

contact details), and if necessary you can advise us of any changes 
• The functionality to check information relating to your child's attendance, timetable, teachers, NAPLAN performance, 

and Term/Semester Reports. 
• The functionality to report your child’s absence.   Please ensure that this is done by 8.45am on the day of absence. 

The following document will guide you through the process for logging on to the school portal. 

Access is restricted to parents of students at our school and a logon is required. An account has been created for you and 

the details are outlined below. 

The Parent Portal will enable easy access to information about happenings in the school, forms that need to be returned, 

names and contact details for staff, policy information and much more. 

There’s also a special section to allow you to check the details we have recorded in our enrolment system about your 

children, and if necessary, advise us of any changes. 

You can also check on information about your child’s attendance, teachers, timetable, NAPLAN performance 

and report cards. 

We will be making increasing use of the Parent Portal to provide a range of information to parents in the future. 

The initial login requires you to verify your identity and setup a password. This document will run you through the process. 

 PARENT PORTAL    

 

1. Start the process by clicking on the link above. You will be met with a login screen. 

 

 

2. Select Brisbane Catholic Education and select 

Forgotten Password/First-Time Login 

 

 

https://extranet16.bne.catholic.edu.au/parent/stpetersrochedale/Pages/default.aspx


 
 

 

3. Select the link under the Parents heading titled 

choose your own password online 

 

 

Enter the personal email address that you have provided to the school and click Next. 

 

 

4. Check your email for a security code and enter the corresponding security 

code in the screen that follows and click Next. 

 

 

5. Ensure that Password Reset option is selected and enter your desired 

password in both boxes before clicking Next. 

 

Now that you have set your password you can now login to the Parent Portal by following this link  PARENT PORTAL  

 

Curriculum Capers Number Two 

Curriculum Capers number two are now available on the parent portal.   This document outlines to 

you the significant learning that your child will be undertaking for the remainder of Term One. Don’t 

forget to ask your child “What are you Learning” (WALT) when they talk about their day at school, and 

how they are going (WILF – what I’m looking for). 

 

Jo Cridland Primary Learning Leader (on behalf of the leadership team.) 

 

Prep Enrolments 2020 

We are now accepting enrolments from all our school families and the wider community for our Prep 2020 classes. All 

children born from 1st July 2014 to 30th June 2015 are eligible. Please complete and submit the Online Enrolment Form 

as interviews will be held early in Term 2.  

 

https://extranet16.bne.catholic.edu.au/parent/stpetersrochedale/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.stpetersrochedale.qld.edu.au/enrolments/Pages/Enrolment-Application-Kit.aspx


 
 

Senior Choir – calling all singers 

Senior Choir is rehearsing on a Monday morning at 8am in the 

Simon Peter Hall.   The Senior Choir is open to all students from year 

three to year six.  The choir rehearsal has moved to a Monday 

morning this year.  We have some dedicated early birds who have 

been supporting this program, but we are looking for more children 

to join and to make the commitment this year.  Mrs Flood would 

like to encourage the year five and year six students who have 

attended choir in previous years to continue to support the school 

choir.  This group of children have much to offer the school in their 

leadership and they can lead the younger children in 

harmonies.  The choir is a beautiful way to start the day and a 

fantastic opportunity to gain some performance experience. Singing 

in a choir is how young children learn to process and understand 

music.  Singing is their first step in developing musicianship.  Please come along and support this group. 

News from Learning Support 

We have had a very successful start to 2019. As Inclusive Teachers, we have been busy supporting the learning during 

English blocks, in different classrooms. We are regularly meeting with teachers and parents to ensure we are carefully 

planning and supporting the learners here at St Peter’s. All referrals to Learning Support can be made via your 

classroom teacher, to ensure we have a team approach.  

In Prep to Year Two your Inclusive Teacher is Mrs Teresa Krabbe. 

In Years Three to Six your Inclusive Teacher is Mrs Megan Djelovic. 

As many people would be aware, Road to 

Reading Programs have begun with our 

School Officers during class times, to 

support early reading and spelling 

development. In Year 4, our before school 

RAZ Program has commenced, encouraging 

students to practice their reading skills and 

become more engaged readers, through 

the use of iPads. 

In Year 3, 4 and 5, we are utilising the 

support of Felicity Killian (Speech 

Pathologist). Our focus this term is on 

strengthening phonological development in 

year 3. In years 4 and 5, Felicity is building 

teacher capacity in the oral language field, 

as we are firm believers that students 

cannot create rich written texts, unless 

they possess rich oral language. Felicity is modelling fun, engaging and interactive games to develop more sophisticated 

language patterns. Please talk to your child about this. During term two, there will be other classes involved in this 

support. 

Mrs Djelovic and Mrs Krabbe (Support Teachers Inclusive Education) 



 
 

Guidance Counsellor News 

Supportive Conversations 

It is common for children to experience emotional distress throughout their day.  What makes all the difference is the 

support of a caring adult to understand and offer support at these times.  Staff at St Peter's have been learning about 

the benefits of approaching distressed students with curiosity and empathy.  By being curious about the child's feelings, 

we are building important neural pathways to help them identify their own emotions eg 'I can see you are.... (describe 

behaviour) and I'm wondering if you're feeling... (name feeling).  When the child responds or explains their situation to 

us, we can understand and empathise with how they're feeling providing acknowledgement that we've heard them and 

understand.  We remember at this stage it's important to not 'fix' the problem for them or tell them they have no 

reason to feel that way, but simply to listen and understand. 

The following visual provides a helpful guide to supportive conversations when children are feeling stressed.  While it's 

only recently been introduced to staff at St Peter's, we thought it may also be a helpful for parents to guide supportive 

conversations at home.  If you would like further information, please see Kathy Casley, Guidance Counsellor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuckshop News  

Sometimes children are away from school on tuckshop days and may have already placed an order for that particular 
day. What can you do? 
If you realise before the 8am Qkr! cutoff, you are able to cancel your order and you will be credited back the amount 
spent for that order. 
If you realise after the 8am Qkr! cutoff, you need to contact tuckshop (either via phone 3841 5157 or via email 
ainsley.weldon@bne.catholic.edu.au). If emailing, please include your child's name and class. Your order can then be 
held over until the next corresponding tuckshop day (depending on what has been ordered). 

 

Mother’s Day Stall Update 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Mother’s Day Stall so 

far.  We have received some truly wonderful goodies to make into 

hampers for the stall.  Your donations are very much appreciated.   

If you haven’t had a chance to donate yet or you want to donate some 

more there is still plenty of time.  Here is a list of things if you are 

stuck for ideas:  Packets of pocket tissues, drink bottles, small tubes 

of sunscreen, coffee sachets, boxes of tea bags, chocolates, soap, 

bath gel, bath loofahs, note pads, pretty pens, nail polish, nail polish remover pads, moisturiser, 

hand creams.  Kmart is an excellent place to pick up some really good buys in the beauty isle.   

Just remember the items must be NEW and UNUSED.  Oh and you don’t have to wrap them.  

Just drop your items into the office and we will do the rest.   

Thank You everyone.  

Tracey D’Ekenaike  (Mother’s Day Stall Committee- Grade three.) 

Tuckshop Roster 
 

8.30am-11am 8.30am-11am 8.30am-11am 11am-1.30pm 11am-1.30pm 11am-1.30pm 

Thurs 7 Mar Tracey D’E Kristy S Keshni K Tracey D'E Kristy S HELPER 
NEEDED  

Michelle W 
(sushi) 

Trisha P 
    

Friday 8 Mar Kerri M Heidi P Krystal C Kerri M Heidi P Krystal C  
Kara A HELPER 

NEEDED 
HELPER 
NEEDED 

Suzanne S 
  

Thurs 14 Mar Tracey D’E Kristy S Keshni K Tracey D’E Kristy S Louisa P  
Michelle W 
(sushi) 

Louisa P Trisha P 
   

Friday 15 Mar Kerri M Heather R Heidi P Kerri M Heather R Heidi P  
Amorita O HELPER 

NEEDED 
HELPER 
NEEDED 

Suzanne S Amorita O 
 

Homebake 
Roster 

      

Thurs 7 Mar Louise P Ainsley W 
    

Thurs 14 Mar Ainsley W 
     

mailto:ainsley.weldon@bne.catholic.edu.au


 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


